
 
 

 
 
The Western States Rhetoric and Literacy Conference was initiated to allow scholars in the Western region to come 
together and exchange current research in rhetoric and literacy studies. In keeping with the spirit of a small gathering, the 
conference is held in a professional but relaxed atmosphere. Its goal is to address theoretical and pedagogical issues 
through a variety of interdisciplinary perspectives. While we especially welcome proposals that address the theme for 
each particular year, we may also consider proposals that deal with other relevant topics and issues for our field. 
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Borders are liminal spaces that shape identity, determine citizenship, and invite or dissuade participation; they are used to 
exclude as well as to include. Borders are sites of domination, resistance, and sometimes violence, but also can provide a 
locus for interaction, transition, and exchange. While rhetoric and literacy play a significant role in helping to create and 
maintain the asymmetrical power relations that borders engender, they also have the potential to destabilize, dismantle, 
and transcend borders. This year’s conference theme invites proposals that interrogate, explicate, complicate, and 
otherwise engage with real and imagined borders between and among countries, regions, disciplines, institutions of 
learning, languages, technologies, and cultures. 
 
We welcome proposals for individual presentations, panels, and roundtables. 
 
Please submit the following information in a Word document to propose a session or presentation: contact name, contact 
e-mail, participants’ names, institutions of all participants, e-mail addresses of all participants, type of presentation 
(individual, panel, roundtable, etc.), presentation title, and presentation description. 
 
Separately, submit a Word document prepared for blind review (maximum 500 words) that describes the proposed 
session/presentations and identifies the format for the presentation (individual, panel, or roundtable). Individual 
presentations (20 minutes) will be combined with similar proposals to form 90-minute panels. Panel proposals (90 
minutes) are limited to three speakers. Roundtable proposals (also 90 minutes) are limited to four speakers. 
 
Please submit only one submission per person. The Western States Rhetoric and Literacy Conference has a no multiple 
submissions policy.  
 
E-mail submissions to warrenwritingprogram@ucsd.edu by Friday, March 18, 2016. 
Questions? Contact Holly Bauer at hbauer@ucsd.edu. 
 
Visit our website: http://www.public.asu.edu/~petergo/wsrl/wsrl.html. 
As is our tradition, there is no registration fee for the 2016 conference. 

mailto:warrenwritingprogram@ucsd.edu
mailto:hbauer@ucsd.edu

